Minnesotans Should Commit to Ending Sexual and Domestic Violence
Sexual and domestic violence is silently stifling the potential of our children, our families, our communities, and our state.  The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) found that in 2005 there were 77,000 sexual assaults in Minnesota alone, and according to the American Psychological Association nearly one-third of all women experience violence in their relationships.  Physical and emotional costs are impossible to calculate, but the MDH reported that the monetary cost of sexual violence in 2005 alone was over 8 billion dollars in Minnesota.  Sexual and domestic violence is preventable, and must be stopped.  It will take commitment from politicians and community members—men and women alike.  March 9th is Violence Against Women Action Day at the capitol.  Please help to send the message that we cannot balance the state’s budget on the backs of women, children, and the most vulnerable.  Contact your legislators and tell them that both intervention and the primary prevention of sexual and domestic violence is a priority for you.  Urge them to support funding for victim service as well as primary prevention initiatives.  For more information visit www.menaspeacemakers.org/programs/mnman   
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Primary Prevention of Abuse Should Be a Priority

Research shows that at least one third of women in our communities experience sexual and/or domestic violence.  The widespread harm caused by this fact is preventable.  Little boys are not born abusive, but high rates of sexual and domestic violence indicate that our culture creates far too many violent men.  In order to prevent this tragic outcome, we must paddle “upstream” to confront those pieces of our culture that support sexual and domestic violence.  We must prioritize a dualistic approach that aims to prevent the violence before it starts while healing the harm that has already been done.  This requires a commitment to fund existing victim service programs, and to recognize the importance of investing in new “primary prevention” initiatives.  It also requires a personal commitment.  Sexual and domestic violence are crimes perpetrated mostly by men, and yet men have not been a part of the solution.  It is time for men to get off the sidelines to partner with women in preventing sexual and domestic violence.  The Minnesota Men’s Action Network (MN-MAN):  Alliance to Prevent Sexual and Domestic Violence is working to organize men around the primary prevention of sexual and domestic violence.  For more information visit  www.menaspeacemakers.org/programs/mnman 
