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Chuck Derry - Statement
It is with deep sadness that we remember those killed, injured and left motherless in 2008 by the cruel intentions of men. The MN Men’s Action Network asserts our individual and collective responsibility, as men, to stop sexual and domestic violence. We call on the men of MN to join us as we work in partnership with the women of this state to stop this violence before it even starts. 

Next year, another 30 or 40 women and children will be killed, unless men stop it. Next year 60 to 70,000 wives and daughters, girlfriends and sons and mothers will be beaten, unless men stop it. 
For the past 30 years, women have done courageous work running rape crisis centers, battered women’s agencies, 24 hour hotlines and safe houses. They have led the way in working with policy makers across the country to revise and reform the institutional responses to sexual violence, including assault and harassment, as well as reforming the public and private response to domestic violence-related crimes. They have advocated prevention approaches through community awareness and educational programs in multiple sectors of society. Some men have been involved in these efforts as advocates, concerned citizens, or community professionals. The vast majority of men, however, have been passive bystanders to the violence and the precursors to violence around them, while a staggering number of men have been beating and raping women and children. It is time for well meaning men to act!

We must acknowledge and accept responsibility for the fact that in our communities, we raise and nurture men who beat and kill women.  We support a cultural norm that dismisses women as second class citizens worthy of male disdain and abuse. We have multi-million dollar industries which support and normalize abuse to such a degree that we stop recognizing it when we see it.
The Men’s Action Network is encouraging men to recognize that every rape joke or woman killing joke, every off-hand comment about keeping women in their place, every reference to women’s anatomy and what we would like to do “to it”, every porn site or strip joint we visit, every time we refer to them as bitches or whores, and every scenario that supports the notion that women are inferior to men, creates an environment where men routinely beat and rape women.  

“Many women’s lives are defined by the danger men pose to them.  Because it is men who are a danger to women, it is men who must accept responsibility for removing that danger.  We are responsible for both our individual and collective behaviors. No man batters a woman in isolation.  He relies on his family and friends, neighbors and community to support his right to dominate and abuse her.  This support occurs directly through comments from individuals, messages in popular media, or in the collective failure to effectively intervene on his abuse, like failing to arrest and prosecute batterers or blaming victims for the violence, or forcing children to live with an abusive father.
More and more Minnesota men are acknowledging their individual and collective responsibility to confront and challenge behaviors that harm and degrade women or define them as second class citizens.  An increasing number of men are identifying ways they knowingly or unintentionally participate in interchanges with other men (and women) that supports a hostile environment toward women.  This is a beginning.  We need to do more.  Women and children’s lives depend on it. 

Men need to use the influence they have to change the social environment that supports the sexual objectification and social subordination of women. We are in board rooms and locker rooms, in churches and sweat lodges, we own businesses and control government, we educate and entertain our children, we are often the gate keepers and purveyors of the accepted social norms. It is time we used our influence to promote organizational practices and public policies that respect the dignity of every human being, not as sexualized objects or social subordinates to use, exploit, or disregard, but as persons with inalienable rights to choose the opportunities and circumstances of their lives.

A growing number of male leaders in MN are gathering throughout the state to do just that. They are in North Minneapolis and Anoka, in St. Paul and Winona, Alexandria and Duluth, Rochester and Bemidji, Marshall and Moorhead. They are joining a growing network of men in MN committed to ending men’s violence, and in fact stopping it before it even starts. Because if sexual and domestic violence is going to end, men are going to have to stop it. This will take work and a commitment to join women in this effort until rape and battering are increasingly rare and we have built the communities where families are nurtured and women, girls and boys live lives free from the threat or reality of male violence.
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